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Governor Olry began to organize punitive and defensive
•expeditions after taking due precautions with the Noumean
Kanakas. There were rumours that the tribes from Mont
D'Or—only a few kilometres from Noumea—were pre-
paring to join with the other revolting tribes in a march on
the capital. Colonists and convicts alike were enlisted in a
defence corps. Even the Kybale chieftain, Abu-Mezrag,
who himself had led an Arab revolt against the French
seven years earlier, was brought from his place of exile at
Ducos to lead a detachment of Arab convicts against the
rebellious natives.
Clovis Savoie, in his Histoire dc la Nouvelle Caledonie,
describes what may well have been the decisive factor in
turning the campaign in lavour of the whites. A lieutenant
in the French Navy, Servant, asked and received permission
to try and organize the natives of Canala on the East Coast
to come to the help of the whites. The Canala chiefs had
practically decided to throw in. their lot with the rebels,
when Servan appealed for their help. The Grand Chief
Gelima who, according to Savoie, had no wish for revenge
against the whites., sided with Servan. Kake the political
chief was undecided what to do, while Nondo, the military
leader, was definitely in favour of joining the rebels. Servan,
pretending that he never doubted their loyalty, asked them
to assemble at 8 o'clock that evening, ready to march against
the rebel chief Atai.
The three chiefs, together with 400 Kanakas armed and in
full war dress, arrived, undecided what they were going to
do* Servan allowed them some time to think things over,
and then demanded that they should set out immediately to
relieve the colonists at Ourail, who were at that moment
-engaged in a pitched battle with the natives. For a, few
moments there was tension, and then there was excitement
amongst the natives as the hostile Nondo moved towards
Servan, obviously to kill him. When Nondo got close enough,
Servan held out his rifle to him, saying :
'Nondo, I give you my rifle.'
*To me ?' stammered the surprised warrior.

